CHAPTER III
COMPANION OF THE KING'S SON
Surrey had the opportunity to reside at the French Court for
almost a year, beginning in the autumn of 1532, because of the
political situation created by Henry VIIFs attempt to divorce
Catherine of Aragon. During the summer Charles of Spain had
forced Clement VII to agree to give him an interview in Decem-
ber. As Charles was the nephew of Catherine, and for political
reasons was doing all he could to thwart her being cast off by
Henry VIII, the announcement of this arrangement at the
Roman Court caused much speculation.1 The common belief
was that Charles would be able at the interview to bring the
Pope to pronounce against the divorce. The spirit of national-
ism had sprung up by this time and with it the European politi-
cal policy of treaties and alliances to maintain the Balance of
Power. The Pope's pronouncement of such a decision against
the conscientious scruples of the English King, given at the
instigation of the Spanish Emperor, would be definite expres-
sion of political accord between the Pope and the Emperor. This
would constitute a threat against the powers of both the Eng-
lish and the French monarchs.
Word of this prospective hostile alliance soon reached Eng-
land and France. Henry and Francis immediately set about to
offset its possible influence by exhibiting the closeness of their
friendship before the Pope and Emperor should meet. No aure-
ate pomp and magnificent ceremony, such as had dazzled the
world at the meeting of these two monarchs on the Field of
Cloth of Gold in 1520, was to grace this display of friendship.
But their professed unanimity was never more nearly real.
At this interview Henry VIII proposed to present Anne
Boleyn to Francis I and to seek the French King's aid in forc-
ing the Pope to grant his divorce from Catherine of Aragon.
1 For a detailed discussion of the divorce see A. F. Pollard, Henry VIII, p.
173 ff., which is the source of the general interpretation in this chapter of matters
pertaining to the divorce.